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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 

 Inkster Library Board 

Thursday, December 15, 2011 

 

 
Library Board meeting was held in the Conference Room of the Leanna Hicks Public Library 

located on 2005 Inkster Road, Inkster, Michigan 48141. 

 

Call to Order: Chairperson Michael Wells called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. 

 

Roll Call: Present were Board members Dorothy Gardner (Vice-President), LaDon Gibbs 

(Trustee), Sandra Markwart (Treasurer), Dosye Thompson (Secretary), and Michael Wells 

(President).  Paulette Dye (Trustee) was excused.  Also present was James Lenze (Library 

Director).   

 

Approval of agenda:  Approving the Library bank account resolution for payroll and human 

resources expenses was added as item #3 under New Business replacing the previous item #3 

(retaining a bank for the purposes of setting up an account to handle payroll, etc.) and the old 

item #3 became item #4, item #4 became item #5, etc.  In addition, item #12 (upgrading the 

Library to fiber optics) and item #13 (work towards CIPA compliance) were added to New 

Business.  D. Thompson moved to approve the agenda for today’s meeting as amended; it was 

supported by D. Gardner, and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Public Comments:  J. Lenze handed out an article from the Telegram News that featured the 

Fur Angels’ visit to the Leanna Hicks Library. 

 

Sandra Watley announced that Pat Williams (owner of the Stardust Lounge) will be celebrating 

her 37
th

 anniversary of being in business on Saturday, December 17, 2011, at 8:00 p.m.  The 

Stardust Lounge is located on 3736 Inkster Road.  The public is invited.  She also suggested that 

the Library should go to Dartmouth Square, LeMoyne Gardens, and Denby to announce Library 

programs and events, and talk to former Councilman Patrick Wimberly in utilizing Trinity bus 

service to get people to the programs. 

 

Torey Kaigler was concerned about books and materials being stolen from the Library due to the 

lack of a security system. 

 

Consent Agenda:   

1.  November 17, 2011, regular meeting minutes 

2.  November 17, 2011, closed session minutes 

3.  November 22, 2011, special meeting minutes 

4.  November 22, 2011, closed session minutes  

 

D. Gardner moved to approve consent agenda; it was supported by S. Markwart, and the motion 

passed by unanimous vote. 
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Treasurer’s Report:  S. Markwart submitted the budget report dated 12/15/2011. 

 

Director’s Report:  J. Lenze submitted his report for November 2011.  He announced that he 

plans on sending Jessica Wilhoite (Youth Services Librarian) to a two-day training workshop on 

grant writing. 

 

Committee Reports:  There are no reports submitted.   

 

M. Wells recommended the appointment of Jessica Wilhoite to the Policy Committee.  D. 

Thompson moved to approve the appointment of J. Wilhoite to the Policy Committee, subject to 

the attorney’s opinion on having a staff member serve on a committee; it was supported by D. 

Gardner, and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

M. Wells recommended the appointment of Mike Goree to the Budget & Finance Committee.  L. 

Gibbs moved to approve the appointment of Mike Goree to the Budget & Finance Committee; it 

was supported by D. Gardner, and the motion passed by a 4 -1 vote (S. Markwart was not present 

at the time of the vote). 

 

Unfinished Business:  None 

 

New Business:  

Item #1 – S. Markwart moved to approve the Investment Policy with the recommended changes; 

it was supported by D. Gardner, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Item #2 – D. Thompson moved to approve Basic Integrated HR Solutions as the Library’s 

payroll service vendor at a cost of $1,367.30 ($1,317.30 + $50 setup fee) + $1.80 per check; it 

was supported by D. Gardner, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Item #3 – S. Markwart moved to approve the resolution as amended for establishing a bank 

account for the purposes of payroll, human resources, and the director’s education educational 

expenditures; it was supported by D. Thompson, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Item #4 – D. Gardner moved to approve the opening of an account(s) with Charter One Bank as 

required by payroll and benefits administration vendors; it was supported by L. Gibbs, and the 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

Item #5 – D. Thompson moved to approve the transfer of $113,881 out of the Library Fund to an 

account with Charter One Bank for the purposes of payroll and benefits.  The money will come 

out of the following line-items:  271-790-706 ($60,150); 271-790-707 ($44,000); 271-790-715 

($8,000); 271-790-717 ($400); and 271-790-960 ($1,331).  These are salaries, benefits, social 

security, unemployment, and education/training line items.  The motion was supported by L. 

Gibbs, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Item #6 – S. Markwart moved to approve the resolution as amended for establishing a Building 

Fund; it was supported by L. Gibbs, and the motion passed unanimously. 
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Item #7 – S. Markwart moved to approve the payment of membership dues to the Michigan 

Library Association in the amount of $821.  This payment will cover the memberships for the 

following:  The Inkster Public Library, the Library Director, the Youth Librarian, and 6 Trustees.  

It was supported by D. Thompson, and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

Item #8 – D. Thompson moved to approve amending the budget by transferring $221 from line 

item 271-790-706 (Salaries-permanent) to 271-790-958 (Membership); it was supported by D. 

Gardner, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Item #9 – D. Gardner moved to authorize Library Director J. Lenze to negotiate a contract, 

subject to Board approval, with Gibbs Cleaning Service for cleaning services at the Library; it 

was supported by D. Thompson, and the motion passed by a 4 – 0 vote with L. Gibbs abstaining. 

 

Item #10 – D. Thompson moved to approve the Library closing Friday, December 23, 2011, and 

reopening on Tuesday, December 27, 2011, and closing on Friday, December 30, 2011, and 

reopening on Tuesday, January 3, 2012; it was supported by D. Gardner, and the motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Item #11 – M. Wells suggested having a parliamentarian come and train Trustees on the rules 

and procedures of conducting a meeting or Trustees can attend a training session held by the 

City, if and when the City schedules it and as long as it is scheduled within a reasonable time.  

He also suggested that the new Board members meet with J. Lenze to schedule a one-on-one 

training session with a member of the staff to learn how the Library operates and some of the 

duties and responsibilities of the staff. 

 

Item #12 – S. Markwart moved to approve upgrading the Library’s telecommunication circuits 

from 1.5MB T-1 line to a 5MB fiber optic line under a 3-year contract negotiated by The Library 

Network; it was supported by D. Thompson, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Item #13 – S. Markwart moved to approve pursuing the Children’s Internet Protection Act 

(CIPA) compliance by July 2012; it was supported by D. Gardner, and the motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Board Communications:   
D. Thompson inquired as to whether the Library and its programs would continue to be listed in 

the city of Inkster’s calendar. 

 

S. Markwart received requests from taxpayers for the Library to make e-readers e-books 

available to the public.  She mentioned that getting a new library is still a top concern for 

taxpayers that have contacted her.  She also stated that she has never received any complaints 

regarding Library programs or the staff, and she complimented the staff for their hard work. 

 

D. Gardner stated that the Library should look into the EPA grant for the Michigan Corridor.  

The grant money is for planning and enticing developers to target areas to make improvements.  

This grant could possibly be used to assist the Library in getting a new building.  J. Lenze will 

contact Mark Lloyd (Inkster’s Director of Planning, Building and Economic Development). 
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M. Wells stated that he recently attended the City Council and school board meetings to promote 

programs and events taking place at the Library and to recruit people to serve on Library 

committees and the Friends group.  He also stated that he and D. Thompson will begin working 

on the Board files. 

 

L. Gibbs stated that she likes the Library staff and complimented them on their hard work and 

efforts.  She recommended that the Board find ways to thank them or send them cards for their 

birthdays. 

 

The next regular Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 19, 2012, at 4 p.m.  

 

Adjournment: There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by S. 

Markwart and supported by L. Gibbs; and by unanimous vote the meeting was adjourned at 6:27 

p.m.  

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by 

 

Dosye Thompson, Secretary 

Michael Wells, President 

 


